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Self-assessment grid
What is my language level as an academic teacher?  This self-assessment grid will help you here
This grid is designed to help you to self-assess your language proficiency with reference to the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR).
The CEFR is a common means of describing the proficiency of language users across Europe and beyond. This is not a formal means of determining your level but it may be useful if you are trying to decide which course might suit you and what your current skills equate to.
We use descriptors at two levels (B2 and C1, respectively) and for oral skills only (Production. Interaction and Mediation) mainly because they concern teaching in English as a foreign language the most. The descriptors are expressed in ‘can do’ statements therefore they not only help to define your linguistic status quo, but they also set goals for your linguistic and professional development. Take your time to reflect on your development as an academic teacher. 
 
	                                                                     Spoken Production

	Tick if you can

	B2
	I can give a clear, prepared presentation, with detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects related to my field of interest. 
I can explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options and supporting ideas with subsidiary points and relevant examples.
 .
I can take follow up questions with a degree of fluency and spontaneity which poses no strain for either myself or the audience.

I can correct slips and errors if I become aware of them or if they have led to misunderstandings. I can make a note of my ‘favourite mistakes’ and I am able to consciously monitor speech for their occurrence.

		
	





	




	




	C1
	I can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes. I can produce clear, well-structured, detailed presentation on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices integrating sub-themes, developing particular points and rounding off with an appropriate conclusion..

I can handle follow up questions and interjections well, responding spontaneously and almost effortlessly.

I can backtrack when I encounter a difficulty and reformulate  what I want to say without fully interrupting the flow of speech.

		





	



	




	                                                                                             Spoken Interaction

	

	B2
	I can with a degree of fluency and spontaneity take part in routine and non-routine formal discussion in familiar contexts, accounting for and sustaining my views based on detailed understanding of the points given by another speaker

I can contribute, account for and sustain my opinion, evaluate alternative proposals, and make and respond to hypotheses exploiting appropriate language to do so.

I can pass on detailed information reliably; I can give a clear, detailed description of how to carry out a procedure.

I can synthesise and report information and arguments from a number of sources. 

I can initiate discourse, take my turn when appropriate and end conversation when I need to, though I may not always do this elegantly.

I can use stock phrases (e.g. ‘That’s a difficult question to answer’) to gain time and keep the turn while formulating what to say.


		




	




	



	



	




	





	C1
	I can express myself fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions. I can use language flexibly and effectively for social and professional purposes. I can formulate ideas and opinions with precision and relate my contribution skilfully to those of other speakers.

I can easily keep up with a debate, even on abstract, complex unfamiliar topics.

I can argue a formal position convincingly, responding to questions and comments and answering complex lines of counter-argument fluently, spontaneously and appropriately.

I can understand and exchange complex information and advice on a full range of matters related to my occupational role.

I can select a suitable phrase from a readily available range of discourse functions to preface my remarks appropriately in order to get the floor, or to gain time and keep the floor whilst thinking of how to continue the discourse.


		





	




	



	




	







	                                                                                                        Mediation
	Tick if you can

	B2
	I have a sufficient range of language to be able to give clear descriptions, express viewpoints and develop arguments without much conspicuous searching for words, using some complex sentence forms to do so. I have a sufficient range of language to describe unpredictable situations, explain the main points in an idea or problem with reasonable precision.

I have a good range of vocabulary for matters connected to my field and most general topics. I can vary formulation to avoid frequent repetition, but lexical gaps can still cause hesitation and circumlocution.

I can understand and use much of the specialist vocabulary of my field but have problems with specialist terminology outside 
of it.

		




	



	




	C1
	I can select an appropriate for the audience formulation from a broad range of language to express myself clearly, without having to restrict what I want to say.

I can understand and use and explain appropriately a broad range of technical vocabulary and idiomatic expressions common to my area of specialisation.

I can understand and use appropriately the technical terminology of my field, when discussing my area of specialisation with other specialists, express myself clearly and without much sign of having to restrict what I  want to say.
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